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SUMMARY of the December 2016 WEATHER ON THE MONTEREY PENINSULA 
General:  Data from the National Weather Service Climate Station (NWSCS) in Monterey are no longer  
available, however a new station was installed late December 2016 about 1/4 mile to the NW.  
Hopefully this site will closely replicate the long history of weather data from the NWSCS.  Data from 
this new site will start with next month’s weather summary.  Until then, plots at the end of the summary 
will be from data at the Naval Postgraduate School (NPS). 
 
Temperature:  December ended up cooler than normal with several frosty mornings. The second 
quarter of the month had highs in the upper 50’s to upper 60’s, with comfortable lows in the mid-50’s.  
Cooler nights kicked in on 17 Dec and overnight minimums never got above 47°F for the remainder of 
the month (see chart below). Temperature extremes in Monterey during December 2016 were 68°F 
(9th) and 30°F (18th, 19th).  Sites away from the coast all saw minimum temperatures into the upper 
20’s during the third quarter of the month (see Comparative Weather Summary).  Average maximum 
temperature for the month was 58.5°F, 1.5°F below average.  Morning lows averaged 42.2°F, 1.6°F 
below normal.  No temperature records were set or tied during the month.  Frost – seven days with frost 
were recorded in Marina during the month.   
 
Precipitation:  This past month’s rainfall of 1.48” in Monterey fell on ten days and lagged average by 
1.79” erasing early-season surplus rain-year totals, which are now close to normal in the local area.  
January through March rains account for roughly half our annual rainfall, so these next three months 
are important if we want to make any headway on our ongoing drought (see Outlook below). 
 
Wind and Fog:  Monterey Airport winds peaked at 36 mph on the 16th.  Marina recorded one fog day 
(normal is two) during December. 
  
OUTLOOK for average temperature and precipitation for the NWSCS, Monterey, January 
through March 2017:   NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center ENSO (El Niño / Southern Oscillation) 
discussion summary on 08 Dec 2016 reports “La Niña conditions are present, with a transition to 
ENSO-neutral favored during January-March 2017.”   
 




NOAA’s three-month seasonal outlook for January through March 2017 shows near-normal 
temperatures (a notable change from previous warmer than average outlooks), and near-normal rainfall 
across central coastal California. The table below shows normal temperatures and rainfall for the 
NWSCS.   Here is the web link:   
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/multi_season/13_seasonal_outlooks/color/churchill.php 
 
Month               Rainfall (inches)              # of rain days        Normal Max/Min. Temps (°F) 
January           3.91   10    59.9 / 43.4 
February           3.22    9    61.2 / 44.6 
March            3.10    9    62.0 / 45.1 
 
 
NOTE:  Current and past Monthly Monterey Peninsula Weather Summaries, as well as historic and 
climate information from the NWSCS, are available electronically at the following website:  
http://met.nps.edu/~ldm/renard_wx/ 
 
Comparative Weather Data for Stations on/near the Monterey Peninsula & Salinas 
December 2016 
Following are comparative figures from eleven local observation sites: 1) Monterey, located in the 
western hilly section of Monterey; 2) the National Weather Service Forecast Office (NWSFO) site 
(elevation 122’), located in the flat area of eastern Monterey, on the NPS Annex grounds adjacent to 
Airport; 3) the Naval Postgraduate School Campus (NPS), Monterey, (elevation 45’); 4) the Ft. Ord site 
(Ft. Ord) elevation 167’, located just northwest of the Marina Municipal Airport.  This is the site of the 
Naval Postgraduate School’s wind profiler managed by the Department of Meteorology); 5) Site SE of 
Marina, located about 2½ miles ESE of Monterey Bay (elevation 135’); 6) Carmel Valley village vicinity 
Ford Rd. and Lilac Ln. (elevation 475’); 7) SW Salinas vicinity of W. Blanco Rd. within ½ mile of S. Main 
St.; 8 ) Carmel, located on Rio Road near east end; 9) Seaside, vicinity of Paralta and Military Aves.; 
10) Pacific Grove, vicinity of Sunset and Congress Sts.; 11) Big Sur Ranger Station, Highway 1, Big 
Sur. 
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Observations for precipitation: a = 5 or 6 PM PST, b = midnight PST, c = 3 or 4 PM local, d = 6 to 8 AM local 
 @ = 65-year average, # = 51-year average,  & = 30-year average, ∆= 24-year average 
Winds NWSFO from Mry Pen Airport (based on a 24-h period, ending at midnight PST) 
 
